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==z The main players

Bacteria:
major decomposers, breakdown
simpler forms of organic material

Actinomycetes:

degrade complex organics such
as cellulose, lignin, chitin, and
proteins —

earthy” smell, long “spider
webs” filaments

Fungi:

Break down tough debris, too
dry, too acidic or too low in
nitrogen for bacteria to eat
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Figure 92, 93 Compost at
filling can be sheared with
moderate resisance.

Figure 94 Compost at fill-
ing should release some
moisture when firmly
squeezed.
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Plate 5 Compost raw materials during Plate 6 Compostraw materials at ricking.
pre-composting.

Plate 7 Compost raw materials at filling. Plate 8 Compost ready for spawning.
Note whitish colonies of Actinomycetes.
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